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Abstract : In order to identify the role and effect of Characteristic Towns as an important means to promote urban-rural
integration, this paper uses Flow Theory and complex network analysis methods to jointly construct the identification path of
urban-rural integration capabilities of Characteristic Towns. Take the National Characteristic Towns of Yunnan Province as the
empirical objects to identify their role laws. The study found that in the implementation of the National Characteristic Town
Project in Yunnan Province, (1) the population is more susceptible to the impact of the Characteristic Town Project than the
technical elements, but the stability is poor; (2) The flow capacity of urban and rural technical elements is weak, and the
quality of the enterprise cooperation network in general; (3) Compared with the batch of Characteristic Towns in 2016, its
ability to promote urban-rural integration is higher in 2017; (4) The role of the Characteristic Town Project on urban-rural
integration focuses on the improvement of the number of urban and rural flow elements. This paper analyzes the mode of the
role of Characteristic Towns on urban-rural integration from the perspective of ‘flow,’ establishes a research paradigm for
evaluating the role of Characteristic Towns in urban-rural integration capabilities, and builds a path for the application of
Characteristic Towns to support the realization of urban-rural integration goals.
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