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Abstract : A gender bias towards girl child is pervasive across the world. It is seen in all the strata of the society and manifests
in various forms. However nature and extent of these inequalities are not uniform. Generally these inequalities are more
prevalent in patriarchal society. Despite emerging and increasing opportunities for women, there are still inequalities between
men and women in each and every sphere like education, health, economy, polity and social sphere. Patriarchal ideology as a
cultural norm enforces gender construction which is oriented toward hierarchical relations between the sexes and neglect of
women in Indian society. Discrimination to girls may also vary by their age and be restricted to the birth order and sex
composition of her elder surviving siblings. The present study was conducted to know the gender discrimination among rural
children in India. The respondents were selected from three generations as per AICRP age group viz,  18-30 years (3rd
generation), 31-60 years (2nd generation) and above 60 years (1st generation). A total sample size was 600 respondents from
different villages of two districts of Haryana state comprising of half males and half females. Data were collected using
personal interview schedule and analysed by SPSS software. Among the total births 46.35 per cent were girl child and 53.64 %
were male child. Dropout rate was more in female children as compared to male children i.e. near about one third (31.09%)
female children dropped school followed by 21.17 % male children. It was quite surprising that near about two-third (61.16%)
female children and more than half (59.22%) of the male children dropped school. Cooking was mainly performed by adult
female with overall mean scores 2.0 and ranked first which was followed by female child (1.7 mean scores) clearly indicating
that cooking was the activity performed mainly by females while activity related to purchase of fruits and vegetable, cereals
and pulses was mainly done by adult male. First preference was given to male child for serving of costly and special food.
Regarding professional aspiration of children of the respondents’ families, it was observed that 20.10% of the male children
wanted to become engineer, whereas only 3.89 % female children wanted to become engineer. Ratio of male children was high
in both generations irrespective of the districts. School dropouts were more in case of female in both the 1st and 2 nd
generations. The main reasons of school dropout were lack of interest, lack of resources and early marriage in both the
generations. Female enrolment was more in faculty of arts, whereas in case of male percentage it was more in faculty of non-
medical and medical which showed that female children were getting traditional type of education. It is suggested to provide
equal opportunities to girls and boys in home as well as outside the home for smooth functioning of society.
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