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Abstract : COVID-19, declared by the World Health Organization a pandemic (WHO,2020), has created an unprecedented
crisis world over endangering the human survival itself. Corona induced lockdowns forced approximately 140 million students
of 190 countries at various levels of education from preprimary to higher education to remain confined to their homes. In India,
approximately 360 million students were affected by the forced shut down of schools due to the countrywide lockdown in
March 2020 and resultant disruption of education. After the initial shock and anxiety the Indian polity and education system
bounced back with a number of initiatives, and online education came as a major rescuer for the education system of the
country. The distance and online mode of learning that was treated as the poor cousin of conventional mode and often
criticized for its quality became the major crusader overnight changing the entire ecosystem of traditional teaching -leaning
towards the virtual mode. Teachers who were averse to technology were forced to remodel their educational pedagogies and
reorient themselves overnight to use various online platforms such as Zoom, Google meet, and other such platforms to reach
the learners. This metamorphosis through ensured students was meaningfully engaged in their studies during the lockdown
period but it has its own set of challenges. This paper deals with the government initiatives, and teachers' self-efforts to keep
the channel of teaching learning on providing academic and socio emotional support to students during the most difficult
period of their life as well as the digital divide between the rich and poor, rural and urban, and boys and girls in India and
resultant challenges. It also provides an overview of few significant self-initiatives of teachers to reach their students during
the crisis period, who did not have internet and smartphone facilities as well as the initiatives being taken at the government
level to address the learning needs and mitigate the learning gaps of learners, bridge the digital divide, strategic planning and
upskilling of teachers to overcome the effect of COVID-19 crisis.
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