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Abstract : The Territory of Namibia was entrusted to South Africa as a Mandate under the League of Nations Covenant. After
the dissolution of the League of Nations and the commencement of United Nations operations, South Africa's conception of its
legal obligations under the mandate varied from those of other members of the United Nations. Because of that, the General
Assembly requested the International Court of Justice for an Advisory Opinion on the international obligations of South Africa
arising therefrom. The International Court of Justice declared that South West Africa was still a mandatory territory under the
Covenant of the League of Nations. It also held that South Africa continued to transmit petitions from inhabitants of the
territory, the supervisory functions to be exercised by the United Nations, to which the annual reports and the petitions were
to be submitted. Subject to this judgement, the question of South West Africa remained a dispute relating to the mandate
brought before the International Court of Justice against South Africa. The International Court of Justice and South Africa
dispute reflected the nature of the Namibian inhabitants’ appeal for recognition at the United Nations.
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