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Abstract : The aim behind this study was to first analyze the nature and the extent of childhood trauma and existing
maladaptive outcomes (internalized and externalized problems and dissociation) among adolescents in the foster system and
then analyze the possibility of using traumatic experiences to predict the aforementioned outcomes of childhood trauma. The
sample consists of 121 respondents, children, and youths in the care of child protective services, without adequate parental
care, residing in temporary foster care families on the territory of Serbia, aged between 11 and 18. The respondents filled out
the Childhood Trauma Questionnaire – CTQ, Relationship Questionaire – Clinical version RQ-CV, the Dissociative experience
scale for adolescents, A-DES and the Child behavior checklist – youth self-report. The results of the analyses have indicated
that physical and emotional neglect are the most frequent forms of maltreatment in early childhood, with a relatively high
prevalence of the other individual forms of trauma. Early childhood trauma statistically significantly predicted all the analyzed
maladaptive  outcomes,  explaining  approximately  20%  of  the  variance  of  internalized  and  externalized  problems  and
dissociation. Recommendations are given for future studies.
Keywords : trauma, maladaptive outcomes, disorganization, dissociation
Conference Title : ICDPA 2022 : International Conference on Developmental Psychology and Attachment
Conference Location : Barcelona, Spain
Conference Dates : August 16-17, 2022

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Psychological and Behavioral Sciences

Vol:16, No:08, 2022

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 P
sy

ch
ol

og
ic

al
 a

nd
 B

eh
av

io
ra

l S
ci

en
ce

s 
Vo

l:1
6,

 N
o:

08
, 2

02
2 

pu
bl

ic
at

io
ns

.w
as

et
.o

rg
/a

bs
tr

ac
ts

/1
51

92
1.

pd
f

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 16(08) 2022 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/151921.pdf

