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Abstract : This study is a literature review of the psychological reactions that occur in end-of-life cancer patients who are
nearing death. It searched electronic databases and selected literature related to psychological studies of end-of-life patients.
There was no limit on the search period, and the search was conducted until the second week of December 2021. The keywords
were specified as “death and dying”, “terminal illness”, “end-of-life”, “palliative care”, “psycho-oncology” and “research”.
These literatures referred to Holly (2017): Comprehensive Systematic Review for Advanced Practice Nursing, P268 Figure 10.3
to ensure quality. These literatures were selected with a dissertation score of 4 or 5. The review was conducted in two stages
with reference to the procedure of George (2002). First, these references were searched for keywords in the database, and
then relevant references were selected from the psychology and nursing studies of end-of-life patients. The number of
literatures analyzed was 76 for overseas and 17 for domestic. As for the independent variables, "physical variable" was the
most common in 36 literatures (66.7%), followed by "psychological variable" in 35 literatures (64.8%), "spiritual variable" in 21
literatures (38%), and "social variable" in 17 literatures. (31.5%), "Variables related to medical care / treatment" were 16
literatures (29.6%). To summarize the relationship between these independent variables and the dependent variable, when the
dependent variable is "psychological variable", the independent variables are "psychological variable", "social variable", and
"physical variable". Among the independent variables, the physical variables were the most common. The psychological
responses that occur in end-stage cancer patients who are nearing death are mutually influenced by psychological, social, and
physical variables. Therefore, it supported the "total pain" advocated by Cicely Saunders.
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