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Abstract : This text presents part of the results presented in the Ph.D. thesis that has used John Baily's theory and method as
well as its ethnographic application in the context of the fife flutes of the Banda Cabaçal dos Irmãos Aniceto in the state of
Ceará, northeast of Brazil. John Baily is a British ethnomusicologist dedicated to studying the relationships between music,
musical gesture, and embodied cognition. His methodology became a useful tool to highlight historical-social aspects present in
the group's instrumental music. Remaining indigenous and illiterate, these musicians played and transmitted their music from
generation to  generation,  for  almost  two hundred years,  without  any  nomenclature  or  systematization  of  the  fingering
performed on the flute. In other words, his music, free from any theorization, is learned, felt, perceived, and processed directly
through hearing and through the relationship between the instrument's motor skills and its sound result. For this reason,
Baily's assumptions became fundamental in the analysis processes. As the author's methodology recommends, classes were
held with the natives and provided technical musical learning and some important concepts. Then, transcriptions and analyses
of musical aspects were made from patterns of movement on the instrument incorporated by repetitions and/or by the intrinsic
facility of the instrument. As a result, it was discovered how the group reconciled its indigenous origins with the demand
requested by the public power and the interests of the local financial elite from the mid-twentieth century. The article is
structured from the cultural context of the group, where local historical and social aspects influence the social and musical
practices of the group. Then, will be present the methodological conceptions of John Baily and, finally, their application in the
music of the Irmãos Aniceto. The conclusion points to the good results of identifying, through this methodology and analysis,
approximations between discourse, historical-social factors, and musical text. Still, questions are raised about its application in
other contexts.
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