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Abstract : In this paper, it is presupposed that the description of the relationship between animal and human should begin
with a description of the direct experience of the animal and how, in this experience, the human experiences itself (a self
awareness mode). A human is concerned first and foremost with himself as a human through the experience of another as an
animal. The questionsare: In the encounter with an animal, how is the animal constituted in the acts of human experience?
How does human-animal interaction influence human behavioral patterns, and how does the human identifies itself in this
interaction? The paper will  present the results  of  interpretative phenomenological  descriptions (IPA) of  the relationship
between human and animal in the face of death phenomenon through the experience of pet owners who lost their beloved
companions and hunters,  veterinatians, and farmers who face animal death. The results of IPA analysis reveal different
relations such as the identification with an animal, the alienation experience, the experience of resistance, and an experience
of detachment. Within these themes, IPA qualitative research results will be presented by highlighting patterns of human
behavior, following Friedrich Schlachermacher's hermeneutics methodological principles, and reflecting on changes in value
and attitude within society during daily interaction with the animal.
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