
Mathematics Anxiety and Attitude among Nigerian University Library and
Information Science Undergraduate Students

Authors : Fredrick Olatunji Ajegbomogun, Clement Ola Adekoya
Abstract : Mathematics has, for ages, been an essential subject in the education curriculum across the globe. The word
mathematics scares the majority of undergraduate students and even more library and information science (LIS) students who
have not seen the pertinence of the subject to their academic pursuits. This study investigated mathematics anxiety and
attitudes among LIS undergraduate students in Nigerian universities. The study adopted a descriptive survey research design.
Multi-stage and convenient sampling techniques were used for the study. Data were collected using a questionnaire and
analyzed using descriptive statistical tools. It was found that mathematics is important in LIS education. The students displayed
a high level  of  anxiety  toward mathematics.  The students  have a  negative  attitude toward mathematics.  However,  the
hypotheses tested revealed that while the LIS female undergraduate students displayed low levels of anxiety and a positive
attitude toward mathematics, the level of anxiety of the male undergraduate students was high, and their attitude toward
mathematics  was  negative.  It  was  recommended  that  LIS  undergraduate  students  develop  a  positive  attitude  towards
mathematics and appreciate that the paradigm shift in the practice of librarianship is towards mathematics as a way of
developing technological tools (hardware and software) to facilitate the effective delivery of library services.
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