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Abstract : Vacant City of Cape Town-owned land lying un-utilized and -productive could be developed for land uses such as
urban agriculture that may improve the livelihoods of low income families. The new City of Cape Town zoning scheme includes
an Urban Agriculture zoning for the first  time. Unstructured qualitative interviews among town planners revealed their
optimism about this inclusion as it will provide low-income residents with opportunities to generate an income. An existing
farming community at Philippi, located within the municipal boundary of the city, was approached and empirical data obtained
through questionnaires provided proof that urban agriculture could be viable in a coastal metropolitan city such as Cape Town
even if  farmers only produce for their own households.  The lease method proposed for urban agriculture is  a usufruct
agreement conferring the right to another party, other than the legal owner, to enjoy the use and advantages of the property.
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