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Abstract : Background: Successful implementation of the COVID-19 vaccination ensures the prevention of virus infection.
Postponement and refusal of the vaccination will threaten public health, which is now common among the general public
across the world. In addition, an acceptance of the COVID-19 vaccine appears as a decisive factor in controlling the COVID-19
pandemic. Purpose: This study's objective is to explore the factors influencing the public intention to be vaccinated (ITBV).
Design/methodology/approach: The web-based survey included socio-demographics and questions related to the theory of
planned behavior (TPB) and the health belief model (HBM). An online survey was administered using Google Form to collect
data from participants of Botswana. The sample included 339 participants, half-half of the participants were female. Data
analysis was run using the Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS). Findings: The study results highlight that
perceived severity, perceived barriers, health motivation, and attitude have a positive and significant effect on ITBV, while
perceived susceptibility, benefits, subjective norms, and perceived behavior control do not affect ITBV. Among all of the
predictors, perceived barriers have the most significant influence on ITBV. Conclusion: Theoretically, this research stated that
both HBM and TPB are effective in predicting and explaining the general public ITBV. Practically, this study offers insights to
the government and health departments to arrange and launch health awareness programs and provide a better guide to
vaccination so that doubts about vaccine confidence and the level of uncertainty can be decreased.
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