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Abstract : Effective school leadership materialised in educational settings through the high standard professional performance
of senior and middle leaders, has increasingly become an education policy priority around the world due to a wide recognition
that schools need knowledgeable, skilled, and committed leaders, along with great teachers, in order to ensure outstanding
education at all levels of schooling. The scope of this paper is the work of middle leaders, whose direct influence on teachers
and classroom teaching, thus, on student learning outcomes, is a key component for successful school systems. It particularly
aims at sharing some of the findings obtained through an academic study recently carried out by the same researcher, which
was focused on enhancing understanding about aspects related to the professional performance of educational middle leaders,
applied to the context of the lower elementary school division of a private mainstream school located in Brazil. The master´s
dissertation findings included identifying the roles performed by a team of educational middle leaders throughout the year of
2021, as well as gaining insights on their perceptions about the roles performed, both through an electronic questionnaire and
individual  face-to-face interviews.  Not only the roles of  the middle leaders who participated in the research have been
identified through the qualitative case study undertaken,  but additional  research finding lying within the sphere of  the
categorisation of such roles, based upon coherent domains of practice, has possibly been made. Hence, the main purpose of
this paper is to outline the findings concerning the current roles played by educational middle leaders.
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