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Abstract : This study examined the role of the population in the linkage between energy consumption and economic
development in Nigeria. Time series data on energy consumption, population, and economic development were used for the
period 1995 to 2020. The Autoregressive Distributed Lag -Error Correction Model (ARDL-ECM) was engaged. Economic
development had a negative substantial impact on energy consumption in the long run. Population growth had a positive
significant effect on energy consumption. Government expenditure was also found to impact the level of energy consumption,
while energy consumption is not a function of oil price in Nigeria.
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