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Abstract : This study observes the moderating effects of family structure on College Achievement across cohorts. Over the
past half-century, social stigmas surrounding non-traditional families have shifted, as they make up an increasing proportion of
American families. Using the General Social Survey, this study employs a varying coefficient model to test if family structure
moderates the effects of other background variables on respondents’ educational attainment. Initial analysis suggests that
living in alternative family arrangements has an increasingly negative effect on college achievement, whereas living in an
intact family with a mother and father has a positive effect on college achievement.
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