
Children and Migration in Ghana: Unveiling the Realities of Vulnerability
and Social Exclusion

Authors : Thomas Yeboah
Abstract : In contemporary times, the incessant movement of northern children especially girls to southern Ghana at the
detriment of their education is worrisome. Due to the misplaced mindset of the migrants concerning southern Ghana, majority
of them move without an idea of where to stay and what to do exposing them to hash conditions of living. Majority find menial
work in cocoa farms, illegal mining and head porterage business. This study was conducted in the Kumasi Metropolis to
ascertain the major causes of child migration from the northern part of Ghana to the south and their living conditions. Both
qualitative and quantitative tools of data collection and analysis were employed. The purposive sampling technique was used to
select 90 migrants below 18 years. Specifically, interviews, focus group discussions and questionnaires were used to elicit
responses from the units of analysis. The study revealed that the major cause of child migration from northern Ghana to the
south is poverty. It was evident that respondents were vulnerable to the new environment in which they lived. They are
exposed to harsh environmental conditions; sexual, verbal and physical assault; and harassment from arm robbers. The paper
recommends that policy decisions should be able to create an enabling environment for the labour force in the north to
ameliorate the compelling effects poverty has on child migration. Efforts should also be made to create a proper psychological
climate in the minds of the children regarding their destination areas through sensitization and education.
Keywords : child migration, vulnerability, social exclusion, child labour, Ghana
Conference Title : ICIMHS 2015 : International Conference on International Migration and Human Security
Conference Location : Zurich, Switzerland
Conference Dates : July 29-30, 2015

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Social and Business Sciences

Vol:9, No:07, 2015

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 S
oc

ia
l a

nd
 B

us
in

es
s 

Sc
ie

nc
es

 V
ol

:9
, N

o:
07

, 2
01

5 
pu

bl
ic

at
io

ns
.w

as
et

.o
rg

/a
bs

tr
ac

ts
/1

48
25

.p
df

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 9(07) 2015 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/14825.pdf

