
Genealogy of a Building: Tarikhaneh
Authors : Mohadeseh Salari Sardari
Abstract : As Muslims conquered Iran, their first impression was to show their power over others. They needed mosques for
their multiple needs like prayer, tax collecting, law-making, hearing of law cases, and most important of all, as a seat of
government. Sometimes they did not have time to build mosques and only began to build them after years of ruling. Many
religious buildings with pre-Islamic past survived in Iran, most of the fire temples in cities were destroyed or changed radically,
but some deserted temples outside of cities survived, and based on these surviving buildings, we can trace changes in fire
temples inside cities and discover how they were adapted and expanded to be mosques. In addition, there are some other
buildings with doubts about their date of construction. These buildings might be transitional buildings between two different
historical eras or might be an old building with a slight change. One of these interesting buildings is Tarikhaneh, a small,
simple yet striking building. By tracing Tarikhaneh’s roots in other buildings like fire temples and secular buildings existed
before Arab invasion, it can be better understood how the original form of Tatikhaneh was.
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