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Abstract : Participatory planning is a very important process for decision making and choosing the best alternative options for
community welfare, development of the society and its interactions among community and professionals. People’s involvement
is considered as the key guidance in participatory planning. Presently, Participatory planning is being used in many fields. It's
not only limited to planning but also to disaster management, poverty, housing, etc. In the past, Disaster management practice
was a top-down approach, but it raised many issues as it was converted to a bottom-up approach. There are several approaches
that can aid disaster management. Community-Based Disaster Risk Management (CBDRM) is a very successful participatory
approach to risk management that is often successfully applied by other disaster-prone countries. In the local context, CBDRM
has been applied to prevent Diseases as well as to prevent disasters such as landslides, tsunamis and floods. From three years
before, Sri Lanka has initiated the CBDRM approach to minimize landslide vulnerability. Hence, this study mainly focuses on
the impact of CBDRM approaches on landslide hazards. Also to identify their successes and failures from both implementing
parties and community. This research is carried out based on a qualitative method combined with a descriptive research
approach. A successful framework was prepared via a literature review. Case studies were selected considering landslide
CBDRM programs which were implemented by Disaster Management Center and National Building Research Organization in
Badulla. Their processes were evaluated. Data collection is done through interviews and informal discussions. Then their ideas
were quantified by using the Relative Effectiveness index. The resulting numerical value was used to rank the program
effectiveness  and  their  success,  failures  and  impacting  factors.  Results  show  that  there  are  several  failures  among
implementing parties and the community. Overcoming those factors can make way for better conduction of future CBDRM
programs.
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