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Abstract : Terminological variation is a reality and it is now recognized by terminologists. This paper investigates the
terminological variation in the context of specialized economic texts in Italian. It aims to find whether certain patterns or
tendencies can be derived from the analysis of these texts. Term variants pose two different kinds of difficulties. The first one is
being able to recognize linguistic expressions that denote the same concept in running text. Another one lies in knowing which
variant should be considered and for what purpose. This would help to differentiate between variants that could be candidates
for inclusion in terminological resources and the ones which are synonyms or contextual variants. New insights about
terminological variation in specialized texts could contribute to improve specialized dictionaries which will better account for
the different ways in which a given thought is expressed.
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