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Abstract : The paper aims to present the analysis of a Reddit confessions corpus. The interpretation focuses on the use of
emotional language, in particular emotive verbs, in the context of personal pronouns. The analysis of the linguistic properties
answers the question of what the Reddit users confess about and who is the subject of confessions. The study reveals that the
specific language patterns used in Reddit confessions reflect the language of depression and the language used by patients
during different stages of their psychotherapy sessions. The paper concludes that Reddit users are more willing to confess
about their own experiences, not rarely very private and intimate, extensively using the first person singular pronoun I. It
indicates that the Reddit users use the language of depression and the language used by psychotherapy patients. The language
they use is very emotionally impacted and includes many emotive verbs such as want, feel, need, hate, love. This finding in
Reddit confessions correlates with the extensive use of stative affective verbs in the first stages of the psychotherapy sessions.
Lastly, the paper refers to the positive and negative lexicon and helps determine how online posts can serve as a depression
detector and “talking cure” for the users.
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