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Abstract : Developing young students' number sense is a priority if the aim is to build a rich mathematical foundation for
successful schooling and future innovative careers. Capturing students’ interests is crucial while mediating counting concepts.
This paper reports South African young children number concepts demonstrated before entering the reception class.  It
indicates the diverse knowledge attained in different settings before entering formal schooling. The findings indicate that their
start is uneven with fully and partly attained number concepts. The findings suggest pre-schooling stimulation that provides
rich mathematical experiences and purposeful play towards the attainment of core foundational concepts. Literature directs
practice on important core concepts that are foundational in developing number sense.
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