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Abstract : On June 16, 2019, Coalition Avenir de Québec (CAQ) passed Bill 21, a controversial bill impacting many Canadians.
The Bill prohibits workers in the Quebec provincial sector from wearing any form of religious articles. While the Bill claims to
treat all religious symbols equally, those with distinctive items of dress such as hijabs, kippahs, and turbans become targets of
the discriminatory nature of the Bill. With the rise in xenophobic behaviour across Canada and the West, Think For Actions
conducted a study of Bill 21. The study included responses from Indigenous, Muslims, Sikhs and Jewish people residing in
Calgary. The focus was on the recent passing of Bill 21, their opinions on the perceived attitudes of intolerance, and the
perceptions of common stereotypes. The data collection and analysis happened over 9 weeks. The method of data collection
was semi-structured interviews held in focus groups in different religious institutions and cultural/community centres in
Calgary. The focus groups generated unanimously negative responses to the Bill. Participants described the Bill as “hateful”
and one which “targets minority religions”. The participants had hopes that the Bill would be defeated and Quebec residents
would be protected by their basic rights to practice their religion.
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