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Abstract : The opportunity provided by advances in technology as regards sports betting is so numerous that even at one's
comfort, with the use of a phone, Nigerian youth are found engaging in all kinds of betting. Today it is more difficult to
differentiate a true fan as there are quite a number of them that became fans as a result of betting on live games. This study
investigated the influence of online sports events on betting among Nigerian youth. A descriptive survey research design was
used, and the population consists of all Nigerian youth that engages in betting and live within the southwest zone of Nigeria. A
simple random sampling technique was used to pick three states from the southwest zone of Nigeria. Two thousand five
hundred respondents comprising males and female were sampled from the three states. A structured questionnaire on online
sports event contribution to sports betting (OSECSB) was used. The Instrument consists of three sections. Section A seeks
information on the demographic data of the respondents. Section B seeks information on online sports events, while section C
is used to extract information on sports betting. The modified instrument, which consists of 14 items, has a reliability
coefficient of 0.74. The hypothesis was tested at 0.05 significance level. The completed questionnaire was collated, coded, and
analyzed using descriptive statistics of frequency counts, percentage and pie chart, and inferential statistics of multiple
regressions. The findings of this study revealed that online sports betting is a significant predictor of an increase in sports
betting among Nigerian youth. The media and television, as well as globalization and the internet coupled with social media
and various online platforms, have all contributed to the immense increase in sports betting. The increase in the advertisement
of the betting platform during live matches, especially football, is becoming more alarming. In most organized international
events, the media attention, as well as sponsorship right, are now been given to one or two betting platforms. There is a need
for all stakeholders to put in place school-based intervention programs to reorientate our youth about the consequences of
addiction to betting. Such programs must include meta-analyses and emotional control towards sports betting.
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