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Abstract : This paper focuses on the relationship that dual-enrollment programs have on academic performance and retention.
Both performance and retention are  significant  issues  in  higher  education.  The first,  performance,  is  a  goal  of  higher
education, having an impact on students’ lives. The second, retention, is key to the viability of any college or university. This
paper uses survey research methodology to examine factors that lead to positive student academic performance, which leads to
retention, specifically in dual-enrollment programs. The data show several characteristics that lead to a positive impact on
GPA.  These  include  the  following;  age,  Caucasian  race,  full-time  status,  students  in  STEM programs,  and  finally  dual
enrollment participation.
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