
Rethink Urban Resilience: An Introductory Study Towards Resilient Spatial
Structure of Refugees Neighborhoods

Authors : Salwa Mohammad Alawneh
Abstract : The ongoing humanitarian crises spur rapid and unpredicted refugee influxes resulting in demographic changes in
cities. Regarding different urban systems are vulnerable in refugee neighborhoods. With the consequent social, economic, and
spatial challenges, cities must respond with a more durable and sustainable approach based on urban resilience. The paper
systematically approaches urban resilience to contribute to refugee spaces by reflecting on the overall urban systems of their
neighborhoods. The research will review the urban resilience literature to develop an evaluation framework. The developed
framework applies urban resilience more holistically in refugee neighborhoods and expands to the urban systems of social,
economic, and spatial. However, the main highlight of this paper is the resilient spatial structure in refugee neighborhoods to
face the internal and complex stress of refugee waves and their demographic changes. Finding a set of resilient spatial
measurements and focusing on urban forms at a neighborhood scale provide vulnerability reduction and enhance adaptation
capacity. As a model example, the paper applies these measurements and facilitates geospatial technologies to one of the
refugee neighborhoods in Amman, Jordan, namely Al-Jubilee. The application in Al-Jubilee helps to demonstrate a road map
towards a developmental pattern in design and planning by different decision-makers of inter-governmental and humanitarian
organizations. In this regard, urban resilience improves the humanitarian assistantship of refugee settings beyond providing
the  essential  needs.  In  conclusion,  urban  resilience  responds  to  the  different  challenges  of  refugee  neighborhoods  by
supporting urban stability, improving livability, and maintaining both urban functions and security.
Keywords : urban resilience of refugee, resilient urban form, refugee neighborhoods, humanitarian assistantship, refugee in
Jordan
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