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Abstract : Jesse Curran states that there is a "breath awareness" that "facilitates a present-minded capability" to catalyse an
"epistemological rupture" in Emily Dickinson's poetry, particularly in the age of Anthropocene. In Dickinson's "Nature", non-
humans are subjectified as nature ceases to be subordinated to human interests, and Dickinson's Eco-humility has driven us,
readers, into mimicking nature for the making of a better world. In terms of sustainable architecture, Norman Foster is among
the representatives who utilise BIM to reduce architectural waste while satiating the users' aesthetic craving for a spectacular
skyline. Notably, the Gherkin - 30 St. Mary Axe in east-end London. In 2019, Foster and his team aspired to savour the London
skyline with his new design - the Tulip, which has been certified by the LEED as a legitimate green building as well as a
complementary extension of the Gherkin. However, Foster's proposition had been denied for numerous times by the mayor
Sadiq Khan and the city council as the Tulip cannot blend in the public space around while its observatory functions like a
surveillance platform. The Tulip, except for its aesthetic idiosyncrasy, fails to serve for the public good other than another
ostentatious tourist attraction in London. The architectural team for Mode Gakuen Cocoon tower, completed in 2008, intended
to honour Nature with the symbolism in the building's aesthetic design. It serves as an architectural cocoon that nurtures the
students of "Special Technology and Design College" inside. The building itself turns into a Dickinsonian anthropomorphism,
where humans are made humble to learn from the entomological beings for self-betterment in the age of Anthropocene.
Despite bearing resemblance to a tulip as well as its LEED credential, Norman Foster’s Tulip merely pays tribute to the Nature
in a relatively superficial manner without constructing an apparatus that substantially benefit the Londoners as all green cities
should embrace Emily Dickinson’s “breath awareness” and be built and treated as an extensive as well as expansive form of
biomimicry.
Keywords : green city, sustianable architecture, London, Tokyo
Conference Title : ICSCB 2022 : International Conference on Smart Cities and Buildings
Conference Location : Stockholm, Sweden
Conference Dates : July 12-13, 2022

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Urban and Civil Engineering

Vol:16, No:07, 2022

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 U
rb

an
 a

nd
 C

iv
il 

En
gi

ne
er

in
g 

Vo
l:1

6,
 N

o:
07

, 2
02

2 
pu

bl
ic

at
io

ns
.w

as
et

.o
rg

/a
bs

tr
ac

ts
/1

46
82

6.
pd

f

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 16(07) 2022 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/146826.pdf

