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Abstract : The Swedish police organisation was fundamentally reorganized in 2015 when 21 regional police forces were
combined into one national police authority divided in 7 larger police regions, 35 police areas, and some 100 local police
districts. A central theme for the reform was that local crime prevention policing should be more unified in the country. In this
paper, we review crime prevention strategies in Sweden from a criminological and policing perspective focusing, among other
things, on differences between urban and rural areas. In the crime prevention field, words such as 'knowledge- and evidence-
based', 'collaboration', and 'strategies' are common. Our objective is to investigate the relationship between theoretical and
practical knowledge in local crime prevention work. Our research indicate that an elaborated and strategic connection between
theoretical and practical perspectives is important for successful local crime prevention work. Universities may provide a
platform such knowledge exchange.
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