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Abstract : Just as two hands cannot make a good boxer, knowing two or more languages cannot make a skillful interpreter.
Interpreting, either consecutive or simultaneous, is a cognitively demanding task requiring not only linguistic and discourse
knowledge but also strategic competence. Moreover, experience level can play a very crucial role in the strategies interpreters
may employ since translation and interpretation quality is a matter of experience, besides other factors, as well. With regard to
the significance of strategic competence, this study investigated what strategies are mainly employed by interpreters, what
strategies are employed more frequently, and whether experience level can affect the choice of strategies by interpreters or
not. To collect the necessary data, the first retrospective interviews were held with 20 interpreters experienced more or less in
simultaneous and consecutive interpretation to see what strategies other than those classified in the literature are employed by
interpreters. Then, several classifications of strategies in literature were merged with those emerging from the retrospective
interviews to come up with a comprehensive questionnaire on interpreting strategies. After seeking five experts’ opinions
regarding the wording/content of the questionnaire, it was given to 60 interpreters. The statistical analysis of the questionnaire
data and experience level through ANOVA showed experience level could affect the choice of strategies. This study closes with
the theoretical/practical implications of the findings for interpreter training.
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