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Abstract : This article shows some results of an ongoing project in Kosova. This project deals with the meaning of social
transformation processes in the life-courses of Kosova people. One goal is to create an oral history archive in this country. In
the last seven years we did some interpretative work (using narrative interviews) concerning the experiences and meanings of
social changes from the perspective of life course. We want to reconstruct the individual possibilities in creating one's life in
new social structures. After the terrible massacres of ethnical-territorially defined nationalism in former Yugoslavia it is the
main focus to find out something about the many small daily steps which must be done, to build up a kind of “normality” in this
country. These steps can be very well reconstructed by narrations, by life stories, because personal experiences are naturally
linked with social orders. Each individual story is connected with further stories, in which the collective history will be
negotiated and reflected. The view on the biographical narration opens the possibility to analyze the concreteness of the
“individual case” in the complexity of collective history. Life stories contain thereby a kind of a transition character, that’s why
they can be used for the reconstruction of periods of political transformation. For example: In the individual story we can find
very clear the national or mythological character of the Albanian people in Kosova. The shown narrations can be read also as
narrative lines in relation to the (re-)interpretation of the past, in which lived life is fixed into history in the so-called collective
memory in Kosova.
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