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Abstract : There is a need to bring the anatomical knowledge of medical students up to the standards required by surgical
specialties.  Contention exists  amongst anatomists,  clinicians,  and surgeons about the standard of  anatomical  knowledge
medical students need. The aim of this study was to explore the standards which the Royal Australasian College of Surgeons
are applying knowledge of anatomy. Furthermore, to align medical school teaching to what the surgical profession requires
from graduates.: The 2018 volume of the ANZ Journal of Surgery was narrowed down to 254 articles by applying the search
term “Anatomy”. The main topic was then extracted from each paper. The content of the paper was assessed for ‘novel
description’ or ‘application’ of anatomical knowledge’ and classified accordingly. The majority of papers with an anatomical
focus was from the general surgery specialty, which focused on surgical techniques, outcomes and management. Vascular
surgery had the highest  percentage of  papers with a novel  description and application of  anatomy. Cardiothoracic and
paediatric surgery had no papers with a novel description of anatomy. Finally, a novel application of anatomy was the main
focus of each speciality. Firstly, a high proportion of novel applications and descriptions of anatomy are in general surgery.
Secondly, vascular surgery had the largest proportion of novel application and description of anatomy, namely due to the rise
of therapeutic imaging and endovascular techniques. Finally, all disciplines demonstrated a trend towards having a higher
proportion of novel application of anatomical knowledge
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