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Abstract : International studies such as Pisa have shown an increasing social inequality in the education system, which is
determined in particular by social origin and migration status. This is especially the case in the Luxembourg school system,
which creates challenges for many young people due to the multilingualism in the country. While the international and also the
national debate on education in the immediate aftermath of the publications of the Pisa results mainly focused on the further
development of school-based learning venues and formal educational processes, it initially remained largely unclear what role
exactly out-of-school learning venues and non-formal and informal learning processes could play in this further development.
This has changed in the meantime. Both in the political discourses and in the scientific disciplines, those voices have become
louder that draw attention to the important educational function and the enormous educational potential of out-of-school
learning places as a response to the crisis of the formal education system and more than this. Youth work as an actor and
approach of non-formal education is particularly in demand here. Due to its principles of self-education, participation and
openness, it is considered to have a special potential in supporting the acquisition of important key competencies. In this
context, the study "Educational experiences in non-formal settings" at CCY takes a differentiated look behind the scenes of
education-oriented youth work and describes on the basis of empirical data what and how young people learn in youth centers
and which significance they attach to these educational experiences for their subjective life situation. In this sense, the aim of
the study is to reconstruct the subjective educational experiences of young people in Open Youth Work as well as to explore the
value that these experiences have for young people. In doing so, it  enables scientifically founded conclusions about the
educational  potential  of  youth work from the user's  perspective.  Initially,  the study focuses on defining the concept of
education in the context of non-formal education and thus sets a theoretical framework for the empirical analysis. This socio-
educational  term of  education differs  from the relevant  conception of  education in  curricular,  formal  education as  the
acquisition of knowledge. It also differs from the operationalization of education as competence, or the differentiation into
cultural, social and personal or into factual, social or methodological competence, which is often used in the European context
and which has long been interpreted as a "social science reading of the question of education" (XX). Now the aim is to define a
"broader" concept of education that goes beyond the normative and educational policy dimensions of a "non-formal education"
and includes the classical socio-educational dimensions. Furthermore, the study works with different methods of empirical
social research: In addition to ethnographic observation and an online survey, group discussions were conducted with the
young people. The presentation gives an insight into the context, the methodology and the results of this study.
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