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Abstract : The dialectical mediation between desires and objects or between mass production and consumption continues to
evolve over time. This relationship is influenced both by variable geometries of contexts that are distant from the mere design
of product form and by aspects rooted in the very definition of industrial design. In particular, the overcoming of macro-areas
of innovation in the technological, social, cultural, formal, and morphological spheres, supported by recent theories in critical
and speculative design, seems to be moving further and further away from the design of the formal dimension of advanced
products. The articulated fabric of theories and practices that feed the definition of “hyperobjects”, and no longer objects
describes a common tension in all areas of design and production of industrial products. The latter are increasingly detached
from the design of the form and meaning of the same in mass productions, thus losing the quality of products capable of social
transformation. For years we have been living in a transformative moment as regards the design process in the definition of the
industrial product. We are faced with a dichotomy in which there is, on the one hand, a reactionary aversion to the new
techniques of industrial production and, on the other hand, a sterile adoption of the techniques of mass production that we can
now consider traditional. This ambiguity becomes even more evident when we talk about industrial products, and we realize
that we are moving further and further away from the concepts of "form" as a synthesis of a design thought aimed at the
aesthetic-emotional component as well as the functional one. The design of forms and their contents, as statutes of social acts,
allows us to investigate the tension on mass production that crosses seasons, trends, technicalities, and sterile determinisms.
The design culture has always determined the formal qualities of objects as a sum of aesthetic characteristics functional and
structural relationships that define a product as a coherent unit. The contribution proposes a reflection and a series of practical
experiences of research on the form of advanced products. This form is understood as a kaleidoscope of relationships through
the search for an identity, the desire for democratization, and between these two, the exploration of the aesthetic factor. The
study of form also corresponds to the study of production processes, technological innovations, the definition of standards,
distribution, advertising, the vicissitudes of taste and lifestyles. Specifically, we will investigate how the genesis of new forms
for new meanings introduces a change in the relative innovative production techniques. It becomes, therefore, fundamental to
investigate, through the reflections and the case studies exposed inside the contribution, also the new techniques of production
and elaboration of the forms of the products, as new immanent and determining element inside the planning process.
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