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Abstract : This paper examines the representation of the body that particularly stresses the anatomical organs and the psychic
conditions in contemporary art. The paper looks closely at the works that address personal and social meanings implying
psychic conditions by bringing the internal hidden anatomical organs of the body to the surface of the visual language. The
paper argues that contemporary artists conceptualize the idea of the body as a site of generating psychic conditions by
excavating the body as material, subject, and object in art practice. The paper conceptualizes this excavating process of the
body acts similarly to the idea of dissecting the corporeal body to understand its internal organism that again shapes the
materiality of the surface of the body. In doing so, the paper brings together this argument, knowledge produced in the
historical and contemporary anatomical education in art and science, and psychoanalytical approaches to the theme to develop
new interpretations of  representing psyche in the anatomical-bodied.  The present paper defines this  new form of  body
conceptually and materially addresses the issues related to psychic conditions: sexual desires, gender, traumas, and memories.
The paper suggests that representation of the anatomical-bodied brings a new direction of the multidisciplinary approach
introduced by artists to visualize the body and psyche in the contemporary context. The paper also presents an in-depth-
discussion  on  technological,  scientific,  and  philosophical  knowledge  employed  in  representing  the  idea  of  the  body  in
addressing different psychic conditions to challenge the experiencing the body in contemporary art. Therefore, the paper
focuses on examining the theme in the different forms of visual language and contexts in contemporary art. Finally, this
research aims to offer a theoretical and conceptual background to curate an exhibition on the title of the anatomical-bodied
and psyche in contemporary art with the body of work discussed in this paper.
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