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Abstract : The paper is an attempt to understand the influence and depiction of power in an urban space by throwing light
across a few examples across the architectural timeline. Power has been the medium through which ideologies function, as
witnessed across the timeline. The center to understand this ideology is to apprehend how power is formed, captured, owned,
traded, and distorted. Every urban space has power embedded in it, either for the people who are imposing it or for the public
who are receiving it. The most fundamental question in the issue of power is who – who will judge, whose tastes will matter and
whose interests are being served. Power is expressed and reinforced by regular means, a boundary and gates, a parade route,
a dominant landmark,  play of  shape or scale in elevation,  ceremonial  axis,  boulevards and avenues,  the vista,  bilateral
symmetry, or regular order. Even if people accept the psychological efficacy of these forms, the way they perceive them may
vary depending on the subject. They are cold devices of power used to make some people submit to others. Yet it is also true
that these symbolic forms are attractive because they speak to the deep emotions of people. They do indeed give us a sense of
security, stability and continuity, awe and pride. The Urban Space for mass assembly is an idea that continues to seduce
dictators and democracies. It is a tradition as old as an agora and as manipulative as Baroque Rome.
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