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Abstract : The study of the process of the emergence and evolution of socio-cultural ideas about the "Asian states" in the
context of the development of US cinema in 1941-1945 will contribute both to the approbation of a new approach to the
classical  subject  and  will  allow  using  the  methodological  tools  of  history,  political  science,  philology,  sociology  for
understanding  modern  military-political,  historical,  ideological,  socio-cultural  processes  on  a  concrete  example.  This  is
especially important for understanding the process of constructing the image of the Japanese Empire in the USA. Assessments
and images of China and Japan in World War II, created in American cinema, had an immediate impact on the media, public
sentiment, and opinions. During the war, the US cinema created new myths and actively exploited old ones, combining them
with traditional Hollywood cliches - all this served as a basis for creating the image of China and the Japanese Empire on the
screen, which were necessary to solve many foreign policy and domestic political tasks related to the construction of two
completely different, but at the same time, similar images of Asia (China and the Japanese Empire). In modern studies devoted
to the history of wars, the study of the specifics of the information confrontation of the parties is in demand. A special role in
this confrontation is played by propaganda through cinema, which uses images, historical symbols, and stable metaphors, the
appeal to which can form a certain public reaction. Soviet documentaries of the war years are proof of this. The relevance of
the topic is due to the fact that cinema as a means of propaganda was very popular and in demand during the Second World
War. This period was the time of creation of real masterpieces in the field of propaganda films, in the documentary space of the
cinema of 1941 – 1945. The traditions of depicting the Second World War were laid down. The study of the peculiarities of
visualization and mythologization of the Second World War in Soviet cinema is the most important stage for studying the
development of  the specifics of  propaganda methods since the methods and techniques of  depicting the war formed in
1941-1945 are also significant at the present stage of the study of society.
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