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Abstract : Over the last few decades, the government of the UAE has been taking actions to consolidate defense
manufacturing entities with the view to build a coherent and modern defense manufacturing base. Whilst these actions have
significantly improved the overall capabilities of defense manufacturing; further opportunities exist to radically transform the
sector. A comprehensive literature review and data collected from a survey identified three potential areas of improvements,
(a) integration of Industry 4.0 technologies and other smart technologies, (b) stronger engagement of small and Medium-sized
defense manufacturing companies and (c) Enhancing the national defense policies by embedding best practices from other
nations. This research paper presents the design and development of a conceptual framework for the UAE defense industrial
ecosystem.
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