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Abstract : Universities and institutions of higher education in Iran, like other higher education institutions in the world, have a
heavy mission and task to educate students based on the needs of the country. Taking on such a serious responsibility requires
having a  good governance  system for  planning,  formulating  executive  plans,  evaluating,  and finally  modifying  them in
accordance with the current conditions and challenges ahead. In this regard, the present study was conducted with the aim of
identifying  the  components  of  good governance  in  the  Iranian  higher  education  system by  survey  method and with  a
quantitative approach. In order to collect data, a researcher-made questionnaire was used, which includes two parts: personal
and professional characteristics (5 questions) and the three components of good governance in the Iranian higher education
system, including good management and leadership (8 items), continuous evaluation and effective (university performance,
finance, and university appointments) (8 items) and civic responsibility and sustainable development (7 items). These variables
were measured and coded in the form of a five-level Likert scale from "Very Low = 1" to "Very High = 5". First, the validity and
reliability of the research model were examined. In order to calculate the reliability of the questionnaire, two methods of
Cronbach's alpha and combined reliability were used. Fornell-Larker interaction and criterion were also used to determine the
degree of diagnostic validity. The statistical population of this study included all faculty members of public universities in
Tehran (N = 4429). The sample size was estimated to be 340 using the Cochran's formula. These numbers were studied using a
randomized method with a proportional assignment. The data were analyzed by the structural equation method with the least-
squares approach. The results showed that the component of civil responsibility and sustainable development with a factor load
of 0.827 is the most important element of good governance.
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