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Abstract : Estimation of the magnitude and causes of poisoning was the objective of the current study. A retrospective study of
medical records of all poisoning children admitted to Benghazi Children Hospital in Libya from January 2008 up to December
2010. Number of children admitted was 244; the age ranged from less than one to 13 years old. Most of cases were admitted
with mild symptom and the majority of them were boys. Only few cases admitted to intensive care unit and there was no
mortality recorded through the period of study. Age group 1 to 3 years (50.8%) had the highest frequency of admission and the
peak of admission was during summer. The most common cause of admission was due to ingestion of medication (53.69%),
House hold product exposure (26.64%) was the second causes of admission while, 19.67% of admissions were due to Food
poisoning. Almost all admitted cases were accidental and medicines were the most consumed substances in addition, improper
storage of toxic agents were the first risk factor of poisoning. Present results indicated that, children poisoning seems to be a
common pediatric care problem which need to control and prevent.
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