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Abstract : For many years China was riddled by poverty among many other issues and was far from a world power. However,
today China has one of the largest GDPs of any country in the world and is a global powerhouse. Since China has accomplished
so much, many would presume that this means China is moving away from being a “developing country” alongside countries
such as India, Brazil, Israel, etc. into the category “developed country” with countries such as the U.S. Yet, this is not the case
as, despite their economic strides, China still has ways to come, especially when it comes to human rights. China faces extreme
criticism regarding how the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) handles human rights. China has an Orwellian-based society
where technology is highly monitored, critics are quickly silenced, and freedoms are heavily restricted. One of their most
recent human rights violations is attempting to repress Uyghur populations by placing them into “re-education camps,” where
an already vulnerable population is being deprived of their freedoms through severe oppression. These violations create
concerns as other developing countries with authoritarian governments follow the example of China. This is mainly because
China has seen great success economically while simultaneously being able to maintain its authoritarian regime, thus, inspiring
other countries to continue their human rights violations in hopes of gaining success similar to China’s. This idolization of
China by other authoritarian regimes creates a concern especially regarding their “re-education” camps. This paper will argue
that Chinese “re-education” camps are not only dangerous because they severely oppress and harm the Uyghur population. Yet
they are also dangerous because other countries already impressed by China’s success may adopt similar camps in their
countries to ensure their oppressive governments retain their tight grasp on power.
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