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Abstract : Cinema and politics have often intertwined in India. Movies have become a mainstream method of communication
with audiences and voters subliminally and directly. Indian film industry on average produces over a thousand films in a year,
and during the election year of 2019, India witnessed the release of several highly political movies. Movies such as Uri: The
Surgical Strike, Accidental Prime Minister, and PM Modi, et cetera, which are the sample of this study have tried to depict an
ideal character of political stalwart leaders with the plausibility to inspire and aiming to change ideological orientations of
viewers and the potent voters. This study tries to understand the major links between nationalism, its representation, and its
manifestation in Indian cinema and how it is instrumental in shaping the character and orientations of its citizens towards
nation, nationalism, and nationhood. Our work aims to highlight how nationalistic assumptions that are swaddled in the Hindi
movies released during January 2019 – May 2019 affect the political mood of the nation and, in totality, the democratic system.
The authors also try to throw light on how films being a powerful tool, are now being used to shape ideas, brainwashing and
swaying opinions for political mileage. Hence it becomes essential for us to explore the dynamics between the quintessential
definitions of what nationalism is for a common man in India versus of what has been represented in cinema, especially during
the time of the elections.
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