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Abstract : This paper addresses the first step to evaluate language learning apps: what theoretical framework to adopt when
designing the app evaluation framework. The answer is not just one since there are several options that could be proposed.
However, the question to be clarified is to what extent the learning design of apps is based on a specific learning approach, or
on the contrary, on a fusion of elements from several theoretical proposals and paradigms, such as m-learning, mobile assisted
language learning, and a number of theories about language acquisition. The present study suggests that the reality is closer to
the second assumption. This implies that the theoretical framework against which the learning design of the apps should be
evaluated must also be a hybrid theoretical framework, which integrates evaluation criteria from the different theories involved
in language learning through mobile applications.
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