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Abstract : This paper attempts an assessment of India's behaviour as a foreign policy actor amidst the COVID 19 pandemic by
briefly surveying the various introductions and alterations made to India's foreign policy. First, the paper attempts to establish
the key strategic pillars of Indian foreign policy after reviewing the existing works. It then proceeds to assess the prominent
part played by Health Diplomacy ("Vaccine Maitri") in India's bilateral and multilateral relations during the pandemic and the
role of the Indian diaspora in shaping India's foreign policy. This is followed by examining "India's Neighbourhood First policy"
and the way it's been employed by the Indian government to extend India’s strategic influence during the pandemic. An
empirical assessment will be done to examine the changing dynamics of India's relation with different regional groupings like
SAARC, ASEAN, BIMSTEC, etc. The paper also explores the new alliances formed post-pandemic and India's role in them. This
paper analyses the contemporary challenges that the largest nation in South Asia faces with the onset of a global pandemic and
how Ancient  Indian  values  like  "Vasudhaiva  Kutumbakam" have  influenced India's  foreign  policy,  especially  during  the
pandemic. It also attempts to grasp the changes within the negotiation style of the Indian government, and the role played by
various stakeholders in shaping India's position in the present geopolitical landscape. The study has been conducted using data
collected from government records, External Affairs Ministry database, and other available literature. The paper concludes
with an attempt to predict the far-reaching strategic implications that the policy, as mentioned above, may have for India.
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