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Abstract : This paper critically assessed pollution problems in small and medium enterprises with unique references to
foundries and sponge iron industries to survey the adverse impact on human societies and the environment. The objective of
this paper was to show how cleaner production concept was implemented in one foundry through improvisation of existing
technology in India. Incremental advancement of existing technology minimized environmental issues and resource utilization.
This study depicted that poor fiscal help, poor enforcement of government regulations, owners’ attitude and lacking specialized
technical workers were the significant hindrances towards cleaner production. The paper explored the possible ways to
overcome these hindrances for cleaner production. On a more general level, findings raise important questions regarding the
need for a new paradigm for the implementation of cleaner production. Improvisation of existing technology in these
enterprises would be cost effective towards sustainable development.
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