
Mob Justice in Ghana: Implication for Peace
Authors : Ishaq Alhassan Meriga
Abstract : This study examined the phenomenon of mob violence and its implication for peace in Ghana. The study used the
archival study of media reports and content analysis of other secondary data as well as eyewitness accounts. The study
examined trends and patterns of vigilante violence within the Ghanaian context. Results showed a considerable increase in the
occurrence of mob violence within the last 10 years. Theft and robbery emerged as the most frequently suspected crimes for
which victims were attacked, while the LGBT community is not left out. Cases of mob violence were most frequently reported
in urban areas. This study has shown that the patterns, scope, nature, and implication of mob justice in Ghana are fairly and
comparatively similar to those found in other parts of Africa and the globe. Mob violence is identified as undermining the rule
of law and thereby infringing on the fundamental human rights of the victims. It is confirmed to have a cycle of effects that is
an impediment to the peace of the country. The study underscores the implications of mob violence in terms of disdaining
human life and dignity, revisiting our justice systems and punishment procedures, resourcing, and empowering law enforcers
to fight the menace of vigilantism. First, the archival study had a limitation regarding missing data. The majority of the cases
used for the study lack information mostly on perpetrators and the steps taken by public authorities and security agencies after
reports of a mob attack have been lodged with them. The study recommends for further research to be undertaken on the
perpetrators and survivors of mob actions in order to get a holistic understanding of the phenomenon. This will give a more
comprehensive view of the issue of mob violence in Ghana. From the findings, it can be concluded that mob justice is a social
canker in Ghanaian communities, which has a great impact on the peace of the country.
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