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Abstract : The presentation examines how urbanization opens possibilities for American Indian characters like Zits in Alexie’s
Flightto explore new definitionsoftheirtribal self-identification. Zits travels in time and views the world from different bodies,
ages, and races; his journeys end with different perspectives on the idea of nationhood as an American Indian. He is an
example of Vine Deloria’s statementthat “urban Indians have become the cutting edge of the new Indian nationalism” (248).
Flight is chosen because the momentZits leaves the real world for time-traveling adventures is very critical; it is a moment of
rage that ends in the mass murder of many Anglo-Americans. The paper focus on the turning point when he returns into his
body with new opportunities towards his existence among the majority of anglo-Americans who cannot help but see him
American Indian minority in need of help and assistance. Characters, such as Zits, attempt to outlive alienation, and Alexie
gives new definitionsof their ethnic nationhood. Futuristicdoes not mean the very far unpredictable future; it is rather a
nearpotential future for teenagers of American Indians, like Zits, Arnold, andCoyoteSprings- the band in ReservationBlues; all
revolutionary personalitiesin Alexie’s works. They will be analyzed as Gerald Vizenor’s “postindianwarriors” who have the
ability to identify Indigenous nationalism in a post-colonial context.
Keywords : alienation,self-identification, nationhood, urbanization, postindian
Conference Title : ICEAS 2022 : International Conference on English and American Studies
Conference Location : London, United Kingdom
Conference Dates : January 21-22, 2022

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences

Vol:16, No:01, 2022

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 H
um

an
iti

es
 a

nd
 S

oc
ia

l S
ci

en
ce

s 
Vo

l:1
6,

 N
o:

01
, 2

02
2 

pu
bl

ic
at

io
ns

.w
as

et
.o

rg
/a

bs
tr

ac
ts

/1
44

01
0.

pd
f

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 16(01) 2022 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/144010.pdf

