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Abstract : This paper explores the complexities surrounding second-generation Mozambican migrant youth’s identity and
sense of belonging in post-apartheid South Africa, Bushbuckridge. Established in 1884, Bushbuckridge is one of the earliest
districts to accommodate first-generation Mozambicans who migrated to South Africa in the 1970s. This is a single case study
informed by data from 24 semi-structured interviews and narratives with migrant youth (18-34 years) born and raised in South
Africa to Mozambican parent(s) living in Bushbuckridge. Drawing from Sen’s Capability and Crenshaw’s Intersectionality
approaches, this paper contributes to the existing body of knowledge on South to South migration by demonstrating how the
role of participants’ identity status influences their agency and capability. The subject of youth migrants is often under-
researched in the context of migration in South African thus, their opinions and views have often been marginalized in
sociology. Through exploring participants’ experiences, this paper reveals that lack of identity status was described to be a
huge hindrance to participants to identify as South Africans and they explained that is a constant distortion of their sense of
belonging. Un-documentation status restricts participants and threatens their mobility and hinders their agency to access
human rights and perpetuates social inequalities as well as hampering future aspirations. This paper concludes there is a
strong association between identity status and levels of social integration. The development of a multi-layered comprehensive
model in enhancing participants’ identity is recommended. This model encourages a collaborative effort from multiple
stakeholders in enhancing and harnessing migrant youth capabilities in host societies.
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