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Abstract : Peace education has been introduced into many higher educational contexts by designing different programs,
expecting to result in constructive changes, specifically in post-conflict countries. Teachers are the potential agents of positive
change who play a major role in fostering the culture of peace in their classes. The purpose of this literature review was thus to
evaluate the implementation of peace pedagogies by teachers in the context of higher education. More specifically, it
addressed a) the role and characteristics of teachers and b) the pedagogies that they used to construct the culture of peace.
The systematic literature review was used and several inclusion criteria were applied. Only papers published in English, which
contained the keywords of university, higher education, peace, peace education, and similar derivatives such as ‘peacebuilding’
in their title and/or abstract, were included in this review. Moreover, only papers that dealt with the actual implementation of
peace education theories were investigated. Findings highlighted that most teachers relied on pedagogies adopted from social
justice, global citizenship, and positive psychology practices aiming to foster positive human traits such as resilience, empathy
and reflection that were also believed to play an important role in peacebuilding efforts. Nevertheless, the incorporation of
peace remained peripheral. The main challenge to incorporate the tenets of peace education was the shortage of teachers who
were skilled and qualified enough to incorporate and promote the culture of peace in their classes. This literature review
presents the body of research that has linked peace education to Higher Education. Therefore, it informs teachers about the
potential roles they have in creating a peaceful and sustainable future. It also presents them with more effective pedagogies
and practices to successfully integrate peace-related activities in Higher Education.
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