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Abstract : Online crimes have been on the rise in the recent days, especially with the hit of the covid-19 pandemic. The
coronavirus pandemic has led to an unprecedented rise in screen time, this means more families are relying on technology and
digital solutions to keep children learning, spending more time on the virtual platforms can leave children vulnerable to online
abuse and exploitation. With ease access of affordable phones, internet, and increased online activities, all children are at risk
of being abused online hence making the digital space unsafe for children. With these increased use of technology and its
accessibility, children are at risk of facing challenges such as access to inappropriate content, online grooming, identity theft,
cyber bullying, among other risks. The big question is; as we enjoy the benefits brought in by technology, how do we ensure
that our children are save in this digital space? With the analysis of the current trends, there is a gap in knowledge on people’s
understanding on child online protection and safety measures when using the digital space. A survey conducted among 50
parents in Nairobi in Kenya indicated that there is a gap in knowledge on online protection of children and over 50 % of the
participants shared that for sure they have no idea on how to protect children online. This paper seeks to address the concept
of child protection in the digital space and come up with viable solutions in protecting children from online vices.
Keywords : child protection, digital space, online risks, online grooming, cyber bulying, online child sexual exploitation, and
abuse
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