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Abstract : Although there is much literature available on requirement documentation in traditional software development, few
studies have been conducted about this topic in open source software development. While open-source software development is
becoming more important, the software development processes are often not as structured as corporate software development
processes. Papers show that communities, creating open-source software, often lack structure and documentation. However,
most recent studies about this topic are often ten or more years old. Therefore, this research has been conducted to determine
if the lack of structure and documentation in requirement engineering is currently still the situation in these communities.
Three open-source products have been chosen as subjects for conducting this research. The data for this research was
gathered based on interviews, observations, and analyses of feature proposals and issue tracking tools. In this paper, we
present a comparison and an analysis of the different methods used for requirements documentation to understand the current
practices of requirements documentation in open source software development.
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