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Abstract :  Research on gender,  sexual  risk,  and gender  violence at  universities  has  found alcohol  to  be a  significant
contributor.  Studies from universities around the world suggest that drinking at universities is characterised by excess.
However, not much attention has been given to the connections that students make between alcohol and violence. In this
qualitative study,  alcohol-fuelled violence against  female students from the perspectives of  male students themselves is
analysed.  In-depth individual  interviews were conducted with ten volunteer undergraduate male students who reside in
university residences. The findings reveal that alcohol continues to be seen as a masculine privilege. Male students explain that
they use alcohol to give them the courage to perform hegemonic heterosexual masculinities. They use alcohol to enhance their
capacity to control women. At the same time, they hold alcohol responsible for their loss of control when drunk. Male students
also exploit alcohol as currency to coerce women into submission of sexual favours. By blaming alcohol for any deviant
behaviour, they relinquish themselves from the responsibility of violating female students. The paper argues that violence
prevention efforts in educational contexts must address the ways in which alcohol shapes the experience of gender, sexuality,
and violence.
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