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Abstract : The Nigerian State has continued to battle huge power supply challenges. Erratic supply, low voltage, and billing
issues characterize its power sector. Solar power is increasingly being advocated for as a potential to Nigeria’s energy crisis.
This study investigates how the Nigerian public perceives solar power. It employs the use of an open-ended online survey
eliciting responses from participants resident in two of South-West Nigeria’s largest cities (Lagos and Ibadan). The study found
that general attitudes towards solar power are positive, and the energy source is viewed with great optimism within the
context of solutions to Nigeria’s energy issues. It also found no significant variation in public perceptions of solar power along
demographic lines. Further, it found that finance represents the biggest barrier to broader solar power adoption. The results of
this study provide evidence for policy formulation geared towards addressing finance difficulties that currently impede
expansion of solar power use in Nigeria.
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